Pratt Museum Vision Includes Boathouse
-- Heather Beggs, Museum Director

Homer’s nationally recognized Pratt Museum is dedicated to helping people explore the
Kachemak Bay region through the sciences, arts, and humanities. Each year, the Pratt
serves more than 35,000 visitors and engages over 4,000 students in its programs. One of
only five accredited museums in Alaska and recipient of the Governor’s Award for
Distinguished Cultural Service, the Pratt is consistently viewed as one of Alaska’s most
important cultural institutions and as a leader among small museums across the country.

Operating in an aging structure that cannot fully support its goals and opportunities, the
Pratt Museum is now working with its community to embark on an ambitious project to
renovate and expand the building, improve building systems efficiency, make significant
site landscaping and accessibility improvements, and install new exhibits.

The greater site renovation plans include the construction of a community boathouse to
house the three boats in the Pratt’s collection along with other maritime history objects.
Working with the Marine Trades Committee of the Homer Chamber of Commerce and
the Kachemak Bay Wooden Boat Society, the Pratt is currently developing a vision for
the boathouse to include not only exhibition of maritime history coliections, but a public
gathering space for workshops and meetings that will help perpetuate and exhibit the
marine trades in Homer.

The Pratt Museum is a proud steward of Kachemak Bay’s maritime heritage, and looks
forward to realizing the community boathouse vision within the extended Museum
renovation project!






